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Landforms are natural physical 
features of the Earth’s surface.  
They are defined by shape, 

location, and formation method. 
 

 

Landforms form by either the 
erosive or the constructive action 
of wind, water, or ice.  Wind, 

water, and ice are known as 
agents of erosion. 
 

 
 

Weathering- the breaking down of rock 
 
Erosion-The process by which water, ice, wind, 
or gravity moves fragments of rock and soil 
resulting in the gradual wearing away. 
 
Deposition- the gradual deposit of sediments 
resulting in the buildup of sediment.  
 
Sediments- any particulate matter that can be 
transported by fluid flow and are eventually 
deposited. 

Steps to interacting with landform cards. 
 
1-There are two sets of cards.  One set has definitions on them and one 
set only has pictures.   
2- First go through the cards with definitions and study them with your 
partner or group. 
3- Discuss what agents of erosion (wind, water, or ice) you think created 
the landform and why. 
4- With your group, or partner, decide what evidence in the picture you 
are basing your answer on. 
5- Last one person will take the cards with the definitions and everyone 
else will have the blank cards. 
6- The cards are identical and have corresponding numbers on them.  Go 
through the cards without the information and see if you can remember 
the landform’s name, definition, and what agent or agents of erosion 
created it. 
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A canyon or gorge is a deep 

raving between cliffs. 

Glacier erosion produces 

a U-shaped valley 
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