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Seventy-five percent of the 
Earth’s surface is covered 

in water. 

 
Water is essential for all 

life. 

 
 

Water can be found as 
frozen water in the polar ice 

caps and glaciers. 

 
 

Liquid water can be found 
in bodies such as streams, 
rivers, lakes and oceans as 

groundwater in aquifers. 
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Water can be found as gas 
called water vapor in the air 

and in clouds 

 
 

Most water on Earth is salty 
ocean water.  About 97% is 

salty. 

 
 

Very little water is 
freshwater. Only about 3% 

is freshwater. 

 
 

Most freshwater is locked 
up in the frozen polar ice 

caps. 
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Only water from rain, 
streams, rivers, melting 

glaciers and most lakes is 
considered freshwater. 

 
 

Not all freshwater is good 
for drinking. 

 
Fresh water must be 

decontaminated in water 
treatment plants. 

 
 

Oceans cover most of 
the Earth’s surface and 

serve as home to countless 
species. 
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Only water from rain, 
streams, rivers, melting 

glaciers and most lakes are 
considered freshwater. 

 
 

Oceans have a major 
influence on weather 

conditions around our 
planet. 

 
 

The sources of saltwater 
are coastal marshes and 

some inland lakes, like the 
Great Salt Lake. 

 
 

Saltwater marshes are 
important wetland 

ecosystems for coastal 
plants and animals. 
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Seventy-five 
percent of the 
Earth’s surface is 
covered in water. 

Water can be found 
as frozen water in 
the polar ice caps 
and glaciers. 

Water can be found 
as frozen water in 
the polar ice caps 
and glaciers. 

Liquid water can be 
found in bodies 
such as streams, 
rivers, lakes and 
oceans. 

Water can be found 
as gas called water 
vapor in the air and 
in clouds 

Most water on 
Earth is salty ocean 
water.  About 97% 
is salty. 

Very little water is 
freshwater. Only 
about 3% is 
freshwater. 

Most freshwater is 
locked up in the 
frozen polar ice 
caps. 

Only water from 
rain, streams, 
rivers, melting 
glaciers and most 
lakes is considered 
freshwater. 

Not all freshwater is 
good for drinking. 

Fresh water must 
be decontaminated 
in water treatment 
plants. 

Oceans cover most 
of the Earth’s 
surface and serve 
as home to 
countless species. 

Only water from rain, 
streams, rivers, 
melting glaciers and 
most lakes are 
considered 
freshwater. 

Oceans have a 
major influence on 
weather conditions 
around our planet. 

The sources of 
saltwater are 
coastal marshes 
and some inland 
lakes, like the Great 
Salt Lake. 

Saltwater marshes 
are important 
wetland 
ecosystems for 
coastal plants and 
animals. 
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List 5 facts about freshwater. 

1. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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List 5 facts about saltwater. 

1. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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Similarities and Differences. 

Similarities means things that are alike.  Differences means  

things that are different.  Use the characteristic cards to 

identify 2 similarities between fresh and saltwater and 2 

differences. 

 

 

 

 

 

SIMILARITIES 

1. 

 

2. 

DIFFERENCES. 

1. 

 

2. 
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Compare the characteristics. 

The freshwater is ______________________________________  

_____________________________________________________ 

but the saltwater is _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Place one 

characteristic card 

for freshwater 

here. 

Place one 

characteristic card 

for saltwater 

here. 



Copyright Accelerating Success 2018 

Sort the characteristics into the proper group. 

 
Salt Water Both Fresh Water 


